
STEM Course Taking Patterns of Transferred Students from Tribal College

* University of Montana, ** Chief Dull Knife College

Authors: Shurong Li*, Jeff Hooker**, Gary Ramsey**,  Aaron Thomas*, Ke Wu*

The purpose of this study is to examine the academic outcomes and 
performance patterns of students transferring from a tribal college to four-year 
institutions in the Montana University System(MUS).

Ethnicity Frequency %

Hispanic 4 1.6

Indian 208 83.9

Missing 4 1.6

Other 1 .4

White 31 12.5

Total 248 100.0

Data source: Merged data between a tribal college and OCHE for 2001 to 2019 

Data Variables Overview: 
• Transferred student counts by year and term
• Transferred student counts by year and institution
• Student demographic: Ethnicity and Gender
• Transfer destinations within MUS
• Major distribution across institutions
• Enrollment duration in terms of semesters
• Initial status at 4-year institutions
• First-term GPA
• Credit hours completed per term
• Graduation after 4-year MUS enrollment
• STEM courses of identified successful students
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Gillborn, D., Warmington, P., & Demack, S. (2018). QuantCrit: Education, policy,‘Big Data’and principles 
for a critical race theory of statistics. Race ethnicity and education, 21(2), 158-179.

Gender Frequency %

Female 165 66.5

Male 83 33.5

Total 248 100

Transferred Students General Demographics
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More than 56% of Students Achieved 
Good Standing in the First Term.

Patterns of Successful Students:

• "Success" is identified as tribal college students who transferred to a 4-
year public institution and earned a STEM degree.

• A majority of these successful Native American students are female.
• Successful transfer students often return to CDKC for summer science 

courses.

Discussion:
• Western success measures, such as degree completion times, may not align 

with tribal college experiences.
• The role of tribal colleges extends beyond transfer, supporting students 

through their 4-year institution journey.
• The notable success of Native women in STEM highlights the need to 

explore the participation of other Native demographics.
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